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he Campaign for Upen Media (COM) has called on Codesa +o
“pen 1ts proceedings to both tfhe Pr2zs and the public,

In 2 statement =ent to Codesa this morning, COK said it
believed that as & matter 2l principls Codesa sheuid aliow
members of the press and broadeast media as well as m=mDer s
31 the public o observe and report on its Eraceedings " beoth
when its meets in pienary as well a= in working groups’,

COM =aid the present method ©f holding press conferences and
cf Journalists randomly Obtaining informaticn on their own-
initiative did not provide an adeguate System for the full
and free flow of information en the proceedings of Codesa.

wed system iz at best
Tunity for systemstic
of the issues that

2% have far-reaching
A Africa and they have a

"The informaticn emanating from thi
piecemeal and does not provide the
and comprehensive coverage and sco
Codssa deals with. Many of these 1
implications for ths peuple of Sou
right to be fully informed. "
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COM said that Codesa should be Open to public znd press
SCrutiny in the sanms way that the proceediags of Parliament
are. "in fact, since Codssa has in some ways overtaken the
role of Farliament, it is crucial that itg Proceedings take
pPlace under publie glare,

"We realize that sensitive dizcussions take rlace in Codesza
and that there is a danger of media ExXpOsure encouraging
rolitical posiuring and inflexible posmiticnal bargaining on
the part of delegates. However, the principles of open and
democratic government, in whatever forums gouvernment is
@xercised, and of a free press, have to override these
conslderations,” COY said,

"We acknowiedge, as is the ¢a&se in Farliament, that when the
need aris2s discussions can procesd in committae away from
public =scrutiny., Co Tage uzme of the same mechanioms.
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Howsver, the recommenda reafter e
reported in full to eit
e &

plenary session of Cod
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